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COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am

(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

The New Church of Concord
53 Church Street
Concord, MA 01742

Phone: (978) 369 0543
Email: contact@newchurchconcord.org
Web: www.newchurchconcord.org

Newsletter of The New Church of Concord

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Genzlinger, 978 369 0543 (o), Email:  pastor@newchurchconcord.org

The Sower
òBehold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the þ elds for they are already white 

for harvestó  - John 4:35

PASTORôS CORNER

The New Church

of
Concord

May Recitation
òI have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day or night.  You 

who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He 
makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.ó (Isaiah 62:6-7)

Dear Friends,

I thought you might be interested to know that Iõm taking two classes at Boston 
College during the next several months.  These are being paid for by the General Church 
from a fund that has been set up for the continued education of General Church priest.  The 
þ rst class that Iõll be starting in mid May is a comparative religion class which explores eight 
of the worlds major religions - of course my goal is to turn that into nine, including the New 
Church, by the time Iõm done : ).  The second class is called òTechniques of Precise 
Expressionó and focuses on the art of communication.  Both of these courses meet on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights.  They will certainly add to my work load but I think they will be 
fun and useful.

On another note, I am looking for a small group to help organize June 19th gifts and 
events this year.  If youõre interested please contact me.

This monthõs article is the þ nal in our series on, The Lost Art of Worship.  You will see that 
it ends with an invitation that I would encourage you all to read and consider.

          - Matthew
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The Lost Art of Worship - Part 4: Our Service of Worship
For the last three monthõs weõve been talking about why òremembering the Sabbath 

dayó is so important.  The question now is: How does our own service of worship help us to 
keep this commandment?

While there are deþ nitely some speciþ c aspects of the traditional General Church 
service that have been borrowed from other Christian churches, itõs important to know that 
a lot of the General Church worship service is very New Church.  When it was put together 
many years ago, people put a lot of thought into how to come up with a uniquely New 
Church service that allowed people to worship in a uniquely New Church way.  You can 
actually look near the back of our liturgy and þ nd a section called, Notes on the rubric, 
which explains certain aspect of our service.  Near the beginning of the liturgy is also a 
section labeled, Some passages on worship, that help us to understand what we are trying 
to accomplish when organizing a service of worship.

With this said, there is no absolute correct way to organize a service of worship.  There 
are certainly very clear principles laid out in the Writings that a worship service must be 
organized around; but this can take on a variety of different forms.  In terms of what a 
service of worship should provide I have always found this passage very meaningful.  Itõs also 
quoted on the very þ rst page of our liturgy:

òA person is worshipping all the time if love and charity abide in him, external worship 
being only the outward expression of it. Such is the worship of angels, and therefore 
with them the sabbath never comes to an end....While a person is in the world 
however he ought certainly to participate in external worship as well; for it is by 
external worship that internal things are aroused, and by means of external worship 
external things are kept holy so as to enable internal to ÿ ow in. Furthermore a person is 
endowed with cognitions by this means, and is made ready to receive celestial things, 
and also has states of holiness conferred on him, though he is not conscious of this. 
These states of holiness are preserved by the Lord for his use in eternal life; in fact all the 
states of his life reappear in the next life.ó (Arcana Caelestia 1618)

Usually when we think about a worship service we focus on the instructional aspect of 
it - we come to church to learn about the Lord and reÿ ect on teachings from His Word.  In 
this case, the readings from the Word and the sermon play a central role.  However, this 
passage points out that a good worship service is not just about learning.  In a worship 
service we are also told that: òInternal things are arousedó; òexternal things are kept holy so 
as to enable internal things to ÿ ow inó; we are òmade ready to receive celestial thingsó; and 
we have òstates of holiness conferred on us....preserved by the Lord for our use in eternal 
lifeó.  I wish we had the time to go through each of these things in detail, but you can at least 
see that a worship service is MUCH MORE than just an event where you learn something of 
interest.

So the question is, how do we best organize our services of worship so that they 
provides these and other important uses that the Writings describe?  Are there certain things 
that we could be doing differently?  Rather than exploring these things now, in a newsletter 
article, I would like to invite you all to an open discussion about our worship services.




