The Sower

0Behold, | say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the pelds for they are already white
for harvesté - John 4:35
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PASTORIS CORNER

Dear Friends,

| wanted to thank everyone who helped with our various Easter services. They all went
very well, thanks in large part to the many volunteers. A few things that | wanted to bring to
your attention in this monthds Newsletter.

First please note that we are having our second in a series of classes/discussions on the
connection between your physical health and your spirit. Be sure to check out the topic for
Saturday, April 10th - 0Breathingd.

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Spring pancake breakfast - May 8th. Along
with delicious food, there is going to be a craft table for kids to make motheris day cards
which is on May 9th.

Finally, this monthds article is the third in a series on 0The Lost Art of Worship6. This series
is focused on the importance of o0Remembering the Sabbath Day6. This monthds article is
about making a new commitment to better keep this commandment.

- Matthew

P.S. Our Annual General Meeting is now set for Sunday, May 23rd, after out 10:30am service.

April Recitation
oThe Lord upholds all who fall, and raises up all those who are bowed down. The eyes of all look
expectantly to You , and You give them their food in due season. You open Your hand and satisfy
the desire of every living thing.6 (Psalm 145)

The New Church

COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am
(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

of
Concord
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The Lost Art of Worship - Part 3: A New Commitment...Find a Way!

| wanted to start by thanking those of you who have contacted me with comments and
ideas on the prst two articles in this series. This topic can be difpcult in some ways, but love really
enjoyed the thoughtful responses, both those that were positive about certain things and those
who questioned pieces of the articles and gave me some new things to think about.

The prst two articles of this series have been focused on why 0Remembering the Sabbath
dayd is important, and why as a society we may not be following this commandment as much as
we should be. Itds important to note here that in the highest sense we genuinely worship the Lord
by shunning evils as sins and living a good life in accordance with His commandments. In this
sense, | much more care about what people are doing from Monday to Saturday, then whether
they are coming to church on a Sunday morning. That said, | hope that these articles have
at least gotten you thinking about the importance of ALSO keeping this commandment on a
more literal level. | honestly believe that since oremembering the Sabbath dayd is one of the Ten
Commandments we should be following it both on a spiritual and on a literal level. These articles
are really focused on the latter - that even literally the third commandment is a commandment
that should not be broken. So reread the prst two articles and see if you think a case has been
made for really working as individuals, families, and as a congregation to better keep the third
commandment.

Besides just being a set of interesting articles, 10m hoping that one of the results of
these articles will be that as a congregation we will all make a conscious decision to make
ORemembering the Sabbath Dayé a commandment that we all keep, all the time. This might
sound overly ambitious and idealistic, but is it really? Would the Lord give us a commandment
that we just could not keep? Of course not! Next month weill focus on ways that we can make
our Sunday service a better environment for remembering the Sabbath. But for now here are
three ways that we can all work to better keep the third commandment. And notice that every
Sunday, at least one of these is possible.

1. Make a commitment to regularly come to church: This is the obvious one. | would really
encourage people to do some osoul searchingé and think about what it might mean to you and
your family to develop a better habit of going to church. Remember the phrase from the prst
article - 0Going to church isnit a choice; itds just what we do.o6

2. Make some time for the Lord: Obviously for various reasons everybody canit come to
church every Sunday - distance, travel, sick, etc. However, no matter where you are and what
youbre doing everybody can set aside some time for the Lord. Make a commitment to take
at least half an hour every Sunday and dedicate that time to the Lord: Read the Word in your
hotel room before you go to bed; log on to the internet and listen to a sermon online; simply
take some quiet time to meditate on the Word of God and reyect on the spiritual state of your
life. 10d really like people to realize that in this sense, there is no excuse to not oremember the
Sabbath dayé on some level. Teach your children to do this when they head off to college.
Make this commitment for yourself - 0No matter where | am and what 1dm doing | will follow this
commandment, even if it doesnit necessarily mean coming to churché. However, please do
come to church if you can :).
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3. Have family worship: Several people kindly reminded me that the whole concept of
ofamily worshipé is very unique to the New Church. Thanks to your comments, Iim planning a
class specipcally for families on this and other ways to bring the New Church into the home.
When it comes to the third commandment | would suggest to all families that if you cannot
come to church on Sunday morning, make sure to have some sort of family worship instead - any
time during the day would be pne. Give your children the gift of showing them that as a family
you make the Lord and honoring the third commandment an important part of your life. If you
havenit been doing this, donit feel bad. Thereds never a time like the present to start! 16d love to
talk to any family more about this, but hereds a simple way to conduct a family worship. Cut this
out and give it a try.

Family Worship Service
You can keep this very simple. If done regularly children will actually look forward to this. As
parents youdll be helping to create in them some wonderful childhood remains as well as
teaching them the invaluable lesson of turning towards the Lord in thier life.

1. Place a copy of the Word on a small table in the middle of the room. If theyire old
enough ask the children to light some candles or decorate the table in some other way.

2. Ask every one to stand. Open the Word and say a sentence from Scripture: 0This is the
day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.6

3. Everybody kneel and say the Lordds prayer together.

4. After the prayer, people can sit down while you read a story from the Word. Pick any one
you like, or start from the beginning and continue reading the next story each time you have
family worship. Personally | sit on the couch with my kids to read the story. If you would like
you can ask them questions about the story as you read it.

5. After youidre done the story have everyone stand while you close the Word.

6. Invite the children to put the candles out. If you like singing you can sing a song before
and after you close the Word.

Make a New Commitment: Can
you and your family make a
new commitment to
ORemember the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy?6 (Ex. 20:8) Go
to church, read the Word, have
family worship - Find a way!
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SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Physical and Spiritual Breathing: On Saturday, March 10th,

at 7:.00pm we will be having our second in a series of classes
on current events and topics. This time the tobic will be
OBreathingé. Is there a spiritual reason why taking deep
breaths really does calm a personds nerves? What about
practices like yoga and meditation in which controlling your
breathing is key? Did you know that the Writings tell us that
when people were more spiritual in the Most Ancient Church
they actually breathed differently? Amazing! Please bring a
dessert to share.

Sunday School Meeting - April 11th after church

On Sunday, April 11th, after church there will be a Sunday School meeting. This meeting is
for all Sunday school teachers and parents with children in the program. If you have a child
in our Sunday school program we strongly request that you join us. This will be an opportunity
to review how things are going and talk about next yeards curriculum.

Pancake Breakfast - Saturday, May 8th, 7:30am - 10am

Be sure to join us for our Spring pancake breakfast. This is a wonder- : m
ful social event to invite a friend to. Recommended donation: $9 for _ .

adults, $4 for children. All proceeds will benept the church building e =
and green space maintenance and preservation. Dads, there will H
also be a craft table for kids to make motheris day cards (May 9th). e —

The New Church of Concord Menis Group

The men of the New Church of Concord have chosen to start up an active mends group.
Among other things wedll be gathering for dinners, doctrinal discussions, discussions on cur-
rent events in the light of the Writings, and social outings. We will also be looking at differ-
ent ways that we can as a group serve the church and better mentor our sons as they grow
to adult age. If any of you are interested in learning more about this group or might know
someone who is, please contact the Pastor. Our next meeting will be in early May.

Isaacs Sunday School - Divine Providence

The Isaacs Sunday School (teens) is starting a 5 class series on Divine Providence. The prst
class in on Sunday, April 11th, at 9:30am. Classes with then continue every other week after
this.






