The Sower

0Behold, | say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the pelds for they are already white
for harvesté - John 4:35
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PASTOR(IS CORNER
Dear Friends,

During the next several months we are going to have a series of classes on current
events and topics. We will be exploring and discussing what New Church teachings have to
say about some of the important issues of our day. Wedll be starting on Friday March 12th at
8:00pm with a class and discussion on, oYour physical health; your spirit; and the connection
between the two.6 We hope that this series will be an informative and interesting way for us
to explore how New Church teachings really do speak to the practical and modern day is-
sues that we all deal with. You can read more about our prst class in this newsletter.

The article this month is the second in a series on 0The Lost Art of Worshipd. The point of
this series is to help us all see why oremembering the Sabbath dayd is so important to the Lord
that He decided to make it one of His Ten most important commandments. How can we all
better honor this commandment in our lives and in the lives of our children? This month wedll
be exploring what one of the attitudes is that we need to guard against when it comes to
worship. Remember that you can go online to www.newchuchconcord.org if you missed
part one.

Iom looking forward to Spring!
Matthew

March Recitation
0The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lordds doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.6 (Psalm 118)

The New Church

COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am
(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)
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The Lost Art of Worship - Part 2: Itis not about you; itis about the Lord

This may sound strange at prst, but | believe one of the things that has made Sunday worship
less popular in todayds world is the fact that we tend to make worship too much about ourselves and
our own needs. In todayts busy world there are so many different things that compete for our time
and attention, and the time and attention of our children. We canit do it all. And so, the things that
seem most exciting and the things that we feel will give us the most satisfaction, are the things that
we choose to give our time to. This is okay when it comes to some things. We need to prioritize. But
when it comes to worship, we need to remember that worship is not something we simply do for
ourselves; it is something we do for the Lord.

Sometimes we end up making the mistake of thinking about going to church like going to the
theater. We go to be entertained. We go to hear an inspiring sermon. We go because the music
is so wonderful. Ités all about us and what we expect to get out of the experience. Even when we
have visitors, we tend to sit in the pew behind them (or in the pulpit) wondering if they are enjoying
themselves enough to come back a second time; did they enjoy the show? Now on one level, of
course people should feel inspired to come to church and enjoy it (more on this next time). But, like
going to a theater, should our own expectations of what we hope to get out of it be what motivates
us to go to church on a Sunday morning? | would say absolutely not! What should motivate us is not
our own hopes and perceived needs; but rather our sincere desire to worship the Lord and learn from
His Word how we can better do His will. BIG difference! From the perspective of motivation, are we
coming to church to be entertained or to worship the Lord?

I think about my own kids, and one thing that | DO NOT want them to grow up with is the idea
that we go to church just because itds fun or because itis more entertaining than many other things
we could be doing. Donit get me wrong; | want my kids to enjoy going to church. But more than
anything else | want to impress on them the idea that we are not going to church for ourselves but for
the Lord. Welre going to thank Him and praise Him for all He does for us. Now Iim very happy to say
that with little children they get this! My kids have no problem understanding that we go to church
to worship the Lord and to honor Him. But as adults sometimes we can slip into a very selpsh mind set
where going to church is to much about ourselves and not enough about the Lord.

Hereds something to think about. The Writings for the New Church talk a lot about how over
time churches in general fall away from putting the Lord prst in their life. Instead of having a love
for the Lord as their prst priority - as they did in the Most Ancient Church - people end up making
other selpsh things more important . | think we can all understand this. But recently | began to see a
connection between this and worship. The Arcana Caelestia says, 0With churches the case is this:
In the beginning charity is fundamental with them; everyone then loves another as a brother, and
is affected from good, not for his own sake, but for the sake of the neighbor, the community, the
kingdom of the Lord, and above all things for the Lordds sake. Butin process of time charity begins to
grow cold and to become naught.6 (AC 2910) Can we perhaps see this general decline playing out
in our own unwillingness to follow the third commandment? Is our lack of commitment as a society to
oremembering the Sabbath dayé a sign that we have shifted to not living our lives for the Lordds sake
and for the sake of His heavenly kihngdom, but for our own? Perhaps not all the time; but certainly
some of the time.

This might seem like a small doctrinal point. But practically speaking | really do think that
understanding the difference between going to church for ourselves (which we do do on one level)
verses for the Lord, can drastically change the way we view worship and the commitment that we
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make to it. When people donit take the time to 0Remember the Sabbath dayé they often simply
think that they are making a choice about what they need and the priorities that they need to set.
But what if as a congregation we started to really think about 6Honoring the Sabbath Dayé as being
a way to honor the Lord Himself! When we make the choice not to set aside this time, what if we
all began to think about this as a choice to make something else more important than the Lord.
Talk about soul searching! |realize that this is perhaps a hard truth to swallow. Even as | write it, |
bnd myself thinking of all sorts of dyea buté statements that | need to resist listing here : ). But isnit it
true that while there are some very legitimate reasons for why we simply cannot always worship the
Lord on a Sunday, in many circumstances, if we are being honest with ourselves, a choice is being
made to make something else more important than the Lord: 6The Lord Himself is the Sabbath; and
therefore He says: The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath (Mark 2:27).6 (Arcana Caelestia 85)

Now there are a lot of other teachings in the Writings that relate to this. Humility is one. We are
told that all worship must have humility in it. Think about the difference in your level of humility when
you come to church for the Lord verses for yourself. Another very relevant teaching is the teaching
about self compulsion. The Writings say that we cannot compel other people to the things of religion,
but we can and should compel ourselves. So when it comes to 0Remembering the Sabbath dayo
why are we not compelling ourselves to do this more often? Is it somebody elseds fault that we canét
follow this commandment - the school for putting sports on Sunday, society for making me work
too hard, the weather man for forecasting a perfect day for a hike - or is it our own unwillingness to
compel ourselves and to make time? Again, a tough and soul searching question for each of us to
honestly ask ourselves.

So | realize that part two of this series may come across as fairly harsh in terms of pointing out
our own shortcomings when it comes to remembering the Sabbath day. | promise that next monthds
article will be nicer :). But when it comes to 0The Lost Art of Worship6 one of the tough questions that
| do think we all need to honestly ask ourselves is, 0Whose priorities and needs are we more worried
about - ours or the Lordis?6 A HUGE part of learning how to genuinely worship the Lord, is coming
to the realization that when you walk through the doors of our church and enter into the house of
the Lord, you really should not be there wondering, what can | get out of this? You should be there
wondering what can | give? Can we change our attitude and instead of thinking about going to
church as something we do for ourselves, can we think of it as something that we do for the Lord.
And herefs the ironic thing: The more we can do this, the more our worship of the Lord will open our
lives and the life of our family to the indescribable blessings and joys that only the Lord can give. And
who knows, just maybe we can get back to the point where missing the opportunity to worship the
Lord on the day He set aside for us is something we cannot imagine doing. Think carefully about
this and hopefully we can all pnd a way to make our Sunday services more about the Lord and less
about ourselves. More next time on what we can do better in our services to help with this.

olf you love Me keep
My commandments.0 (John 14:15)







