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COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am

(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

The New Church of Concord
53 Church Street
Concord, MA 01742

Phone: (978) 369 0543
Email: contact@newchurchconcord.org
Web: www.newchurchconcord.org

Newsletter of The New Church of Concord

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Genzlinger, 978 369 0543 (o), Email:  pastor@newchurchconcord.org

The Sower
òBehold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the þ elds for they are already white 

for harvestó  - John 4:35

PASTORôS CORNER

The New Church

of
Concord

February Recitation
òFor My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord.  For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher that your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.ó (Isaiah 55:8-9)

I wanted to thank everybody who helped out with our Swedenborg birthday event.  
We had a very nice dinner at the church followed by a talk at the Harvey Wheeler 
Community Center.  A special thanks to our guest speaker, the Rev. Dr. George F. Dole.  As 
Sylvia said while she introduced him, it was truly a pleasure to have one of the best scholars 
of our time as our guest!

Iõm going to be away at the ministerõs meetings in Bryn Athyn from February 22nd 
through 26th.  On the Friday of these meetings there will be a joint meeting of the clergy and 
the General Church board.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these 
meetings or if youõre interested in hearing about how they went.

This month I am beginning a series of articles on, òThe Lost Art of Worshipó.  These 
articles will try to take an honest look at why the Sunday service has become less important 
in peopleõs lives than it once was.  Are there things weõre doing and attitudes that we have 
that are causing this?  Is there something about our church services themselves that hinder 
people from coming to church more regularly?  The þ rst article is simply an introduction to 
this topic where I ask the question why òKeeping the Sabbath dayó isnõt as normal as it once 
was.  Practically speaking, I wonõt hide from the fact that part of my hope is that people will 
make the effort to come to church more often : ).

        - Matthew
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The Lost Art of Worship - Part 1: òRemember the Sabbath Dayó
I canõt believe Iõm saying this, but òwhen I was a boyó I remember that the only way 

to get out of going to church was to pretend you were sick; and most of the time that didnõt 
work.  The whole family would go to the òfamily serviceó at 9:30am, and afterwards us kids 
would get dropped off at home with a baby-sitter while my parents returned for the òadult 
serviceó at 11:00am.  I grew up in a culture where there was no question as to whether we 
were going to church or not.  Going to church wasnõt a choice, it was just what you did.

In todayõs culture, going to church every Sunday doesnõt seem to be as normal as 
it once was.  There are many reasons for this: Kids have sports on Sunday; families live far 
away; some have to travel and work; others feel they need to relax in other ways on Sunday 
morning.  Whatever the reasons may be - good or bad - going to church every Sunday is not 
as normal as it once was.

When the Lord gave the Ten Commandments from the top of Mount Sinai, one of 
those commandments was, òTo remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.ó  Of course 
this commandment has a spiritual meaning to it, but even on a literal level the Lord Himself 
knew that one of the ten most important commandments He could give us was that we 
should set aside a day for the Lord - a day òof instruction in Divine things, and thus also a day 
of rest from labors and of meditation on such things as relate to salvation and eternal life.ó 
(True Christian Religion 301)  I think that on a theoretical level we all see why this is important.  
Would any of us really say that going to church every Sunday is not the ideal and that we 
donõt need this in todayõs world?  On the contrary, I think most of us would probably agree 
that ESPECIALLY in todayõs world we need this commandment in our life!

This is true for us adults, but as a parent I hope we see the importance of this in the life 
of our children.  With so many things going on in their lives children need this commandment 
to be kept more than anybody - even if it means having family worship on the days that 
you canõt come to church.  If our children grow up without that feeling of commitment to 
òremembering the Sabbath dayó, what are the chances they will make this a habit in their 
own adult life?  What profound lessons and impressions are we making on them in regards to 
religion, the church, and setting aside time for the Lord?  For myself, I want my kids to grow 
up with the sense that òRemembering the Sabbath dayó isnõt just a theoretical concept 
but something that you actually do just as clearly as you would ònot killó or ònot commit 
adulteryó or òhonor your father and your mother.ó  The Lord commanded it, so we do it.

Given that honoring the Sabbath day is a commandment, why do we then not keep 
it more regularly?  Do we think that keeping this commandment isnõt really that important as 
long as we are living a good life?  Do we honestly just not have time to keep it?  Do we not 
see the importance of it in the lives of our children?  Are we not disciplined enough?  Is it the 
fault of our services in that they donõt inspire us as they should?  In the next several Newsletter 
articles weõll be taking an honest look at why going to church to worship the Lord on Sunday 
seems to be more and more of a lost art in todayõs world.  What is it about our own attitude 
and life style that may need changing AND what is it about our services that may be 
preventing people from feeling inspired to set this time aside?




