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COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am

(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

The New Church of Concord
53 Church Street
Concord, MA 01742

Phone: (978) 369 0543
Email: contact@newchurchconcord.org
Web: www.newchurchconcord.org

Newsletter of The New Church of Concord

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Genzlinger, 978 369 0543 (o), Email:  pastor@newchurchconcord.org

The Sower
òBehold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the þ elds for they are already white 

for harvestó  - John 4:35

PASTORôS CORNER

The New Church

of
Concord

December Recitation
òThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the 

shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.ó (Isaiah 9:2)

Dear Friends,
 Thank you to everyone who helped at the Fall clean up; especially to Joan for 

organizing it.  Because of all of your work and the continuing work of our garden committee 
our grounds are looking great.

Thanks to our friends at the Glenview New Church in Illinois we have a pamphlet 
available with daily Christmas readings - a different reading for every day from December 1 
through December 26.  This is a wonderful way to keep yourself focused on the real 
meaning and use of Christmas.  You can use this pamphlet for individual readings, for family 
worship, or as something to read before bed.  Pick up a pamphlet in the foyer at the back of 
the Church or email me and Iõll send you one.

One of the wonderful things to remember about Christmas is that it is being celebrated 
all over the world in different cultures.  This monthõs article is written by Rev. Alan Lewin, the 
Pastor of the Michael New Church in England.  In this article he reminds us that in the New 
Church we can rejoice not only in the Lordõs þ rst coming but in His Second Coming as well.  

The birth of the Lord into this world is the most important event in human history.  This 
Christmas may you all feel some of the joy and peace that only knowing the Lord and 
approaching Him can bring: òLet us now go to Bethlehem and see this things that has come 
to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.ó (Luke 2:15)
            - Matthew
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òBut Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.ó

The wonder of Christmas is still very much alive in this country. Many of our primary 
schools will put on a nativity play and sing carols about the Lordõs birth. Many homes will 
receive some Christmas cards with pictures of the nativity on them. In many towns and 
villages somewhere there will be a crib scene. With these and other manifestations, many 
people will have some awareness of the Christmas story. Linked with the pleasure and 
break it gives people, there is still more than just materialism at work over Christmas in this 
country. In His Providence the Lord will use these things in countless ways of which we will 
never be aware.

In the New Church we do well to rejoice in the literal sense of those events in 
Bethlehem two thousand years ago. The Lord, our creator, was born into this world. He 
came and lived for a time in the natural world, experiencing life in the natural level as we 
do.

In the New Church we also do well to rejoice that, as He promised during His 
earthly life, He has come again into the world. Now the Lord can be with us in a far 
more permanent way which enables Him to lift us into the spiritual realms of living as we 
continue our natural lives in this world. This Second Coming is in the Word and especially 
in the Lordõs Word of His Second Advent within the Writings for the New Church. Talking 
about His Coming in the Arcana Caelestia we can read:

òThe reason why the Lordõs coming and presence in the Word is meant is that 
the Word is Divine Truth emanating from the Lord, and what emanates from the 
Lord is the Lord Himself. Consequently those who read the Word and at the same 
time look to the Lord, acknowledging that all truth and all good come from Him, 
and none whatever from themselves, receive enlightenment; they see truth 
and perceive good from the Word. That enlightenment is provided by the light 
of heaven, a light which is Divine Truth itself ÿ owing from the Lordé This is what 
accounts for the holiness of the Word, and also for the Lordõs coming to and 
presence with those who, as they read the Word, have in mind the Lord and the 
neighbor ð the neighbor being the good of fellow citizen, country, the Church, 
and heaven... He comes to them and is present with them because they allow 
themselves to be raised by the Lord into the light of heaven, unlike others who do 
not allow themselves to be so raised because they have their minds þ rmly þ xed on 
self and the worldéó (AC 9405)

This Christmas we too can ponder all these things in our hearts. This means to þ nd 
some time to read and think about the Lordõs Coming to us and to the world inspired by 
a love to the Lord and to the neighbor. This can then lead us into the New Year when in 
the light ÿ owing from the Lord, we can renew our commitment to Him and to His New 
Church.    - Rev. Alan Lewin: Pastor, Michael Church, England
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SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Class: Saturday, December 5th, 6pm

Childrenõs party followed by caroling: Saturday, December 12th, 2pm

Christmas Choir - Both our adult and childrenõs choirs will be singing at our Tableaux 
service.  Children will be singing òAway in a Mangeró and adults will be singing òGlory to 
Godó from the Messiah and òIn the Bleak Midwinteró.  If you or your children would like to 
join us please contact Inga.

This yearõs Christmas class is called, òMary: What Role Did She Really Play?ó  We will explore 
how New Church teachings about Mary compare to other Christian churches.  Following 
class there will be a potluck supper.  Contact Eliza with what you plan to bring by Thursday.

Eliza is organizing a childrenõs Christmas party and ornament exchange 
for both our own congregation and our neighbors on Highland street.  
Contact her if you plan on joining us and for more details.  Following the 
childrenõs party everybody is invited to join us at the church where we will 
meet to go caroling.  Weõre still þ nalizing the timing of this so please keep 
an eye on your email if youõre interested.

Tableaux Service: Sunday, December 20th, 4:30pm

Childrenõs party followed by caroling: Saturday, December 12th, 2pm

Come hear and see the Christmas story read and depicted 
with living pictures.  Following this service there will be a 
society potluck supper in the fellowship hall.  Please contact 
Freya with what you plan to bring.  Christmas ornaments will 
be handed out to the children after this service.  I would like to 
encourage everyone to invite friends and family to this special 
Christmas service.  There is no morning service.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Thursday, December 24th, 4:30pm
Join us as we prepare for Christmas day with a special candlelit service.  As you enter the 
sanctuary you are invited to pick up a candle to be lit during the service.  Battery operated 
candles will be available for smaller children.

New Yearõs Holy Supper Service: Sunday, January 10th, 10:30am
Be sure to kick off the New Year by bringing your family to our New Yearõs service.  Holy 
Supper will be offered at the end of the service.

Decorate the Church: Tuesday, December 8th, 9:30am
All are welcome to join the chancel guild as they decorate the church for Christmas.  
Contact Jill or Rachel for more information.




