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COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am

(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

The New Church of Concord
53 Church Street
Concord, MA 01742

Phone: (978) 369 0543
Email: contact@newchurchconcord.org
Web: www.newchurchconcord.org

Newsletter of The New Church of Concord

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Genzlinger, 978 369 0543 (o), Email:  pastor@newchurchconcord.org

The Sower
òBehold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the þ elds for they are already white 

for harvestó  - John 4:35

PASTORôS CORNER

The New Church

of
Concord

November Recitation
òBe strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.ó (Joshua 1:9)

Dear Friends,
I wanted to give a big thank you to PJ who has worked many many hours to make it 

so that we can record our Sunday services again.  Thanks to PJ you can now go to our web-
site (www.newchurchconcord.org) and listen to Sundayõs sermon anytime you want.  While 
youõre there, please feel free to browse the rest of our website and send me any 
suggestions for things we could add or change.

One of the things that I have been thinking about for quite some time is forming a 
menõs and womenõs group.  Although not 100% necessary, having healthy menõs and 
womenõs groups can really add to the life of a congregation.  These groups can serve a 
variety of different uses: social connections and fellowship; doctrinal study and disscussions; 
serving the church as a group in different ways.  I would like to invite you all to a meeting on 
Sunday, November 8th, after church to talk about how we can move forward with this idea.  
It will be a very casual meeting where weõll simply be starting the conversation about how 
to get a menõs and womenõs group going in the New Year.  Please try to join us.  Pizza will be 
provided for lunch for those who can stay.

  Finally, please be sure to join us on Sunday, November 22nd, for our Thanksgiving 
service.  All are invited to bring a food offering in addition to your regular offering.  We often 
take for granted all of the many blessings that we do have to be thankful for.  This monthõs 
article reÿ ects on some of the unseen blessings that the Lord is continuously giving us.  

            - Matthew



Volume 6, Issue 11                                                                                          Page 2

    November 2009

Thank You For Unseen Blessings
Thanksgiving is a time for remembering all of the blessings that the Lord gives us.  Even 

though we can sometimes take them for granted, many of those blessings sit right before 
our eyes: food, friends, family, the doctrines of the New Church, the Word, the beauty of 
the world, marriage, the church, etc.  And yet, in many cases the greatest blessings that the 
Lord gives us are unseen.  Think about the many things that go on behind the scenes during 
a play, or in the production of any food or product that we enjoy.  Here are three unseen 
blessings from the Lord that we can be thankful for. 

Divine Providence: This is an obvious one.  The Writings tell us that for many reasons the 
Lord keeps His providence hidden from us.  There are many visible things that we can thank 
the Lord for; but itõs really quite amazing to think about the millions of things that the Lord is 
doing in our lives that weõre not even aware of.  This is true in terms of all of the good things 
that the Lord provides us with, but itõs also true of all off the evil that the Lord protects us from.  
Every moment of every day the Lord is protecting us from the hells and from our own 
selþ shness in a myriad of different ways.  Nothing happens in our lives that the Lord does not 
foresee and provide for.  Thank you Lord for the secret guidance of Your providence.

Remains: From the moment we are born the Lord is implanting states of goodness and 
truth deep within our souls.  He does this when we are children and being held by our 
parents; He does it when we are playing innocently with other children; He does it when we 
are praying; He does it when we are at work and serving other people; He does it in so many 
ways that weõre not aware of.  Even when we or our children are reading the Word the Lord 
is constantly implanting within us states of holiness, truth, and love: òThese states of good are 
what are called remains, given by the Lord and implanted in oneõs natural disposition, and 
this when the man is not aware of it.ó (Arcana Caelestia 1906)  Also: òWhen the external man 
apprehends the Word according to the letter, the internal man apprehends it at the same 
time according to the internal sense, although the man while living in the body is not aware 
of this.ó (Arcana Caelestia 4280; also 10400) Thank you Lord for quietly implanting Your love and wisdom 
within us.

The inÿ uence of the spiritual world: Related to the two above is the fact that we 
are constantly being inÿ uenced by the spiritual world without even knowing it.  All of our 
thoughts and affections ÿ ow into us from the spiritual world.  Angels (and evil spirits) are 
constantly inÿ uencing the choices we make.  Weõre taught that right now we are all, as to 
our soul, in communication with entire societies of angels: òThe man who is in good is as to his 
soul in society with angels, and while living in the body is nevertheless in heaven although at 
the time he is not aware of this.ó (Arcana Caelestia 2379)  Also: òThe internal spiritual man, regarded 
in himself, is an angel of heaven; and even while living in the body, is in association with 
angels, although he is not aware of itó (New Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine 40)  Thank you Lord for the 
continual inÿ uence of the spiritual world in our lives and in the lives of our children.

There are many things that we should be thankful for that weõre not necessarily always 
conscious of.  This Thanksgiving try to think about some of the less obvious blessings that the 
Lord is continuously giving you.  Some of the Lordõs most wonderful gifts are not big, bold, 
and right in front of your face; they are quiet, behind the scenes, and gently yet powerfully 
guiding your every step.
             - MLG




