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COME WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAY
at The New Church of Concord

Teens Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30am

(Younger children Sunday school during later part of service)

The New Church of Concord
53 Church Street
Concord, MA 01742

Phone: (978) 369 0543
Email: contact@newchurchconcord.org
Web: www.newchurchconcord.org

Newsletter of The New Church of Concord

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Genzlinger, 978 369 0543 (o), Email:  pastor@newchurchconcord.org

The Sower
“Behold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and look to the fi elds for they are already white 

for harvest”  - John 4:35

PASTOR’S CORNER

The New Church

of
Concord

June Recitation
“Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 

feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars....And she brought forth a male Child who was to rule 
all nations with a rod of iron.  And her Child was caught up to God and to His Throne.” (Rev. 12:1, 5)

Dear Friends,

Two things that I’d like to bring special attention to in this month’s newsletter.  First is our 
June 19th events: We have a class on Saturday, June 12th, and our service on Sunday, June 
20th.  We will be handing out gifts to the children at this service followed by a picnic lunch.  
In some ways our “June 19th” celebration is just as important as our other special services like 
Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Easter.  It is a service that emphasizes the New Church and its 
special place in the world and in our own hearts and mind.  So I hope everybody makes an 
extra special effort to join us.  It truly is one of our most important services of the year!

On a more “worldly” note, I would also like to encourage you all to read the 
announcement about the Healthy Church Match.  We have a very exciting opportunity to 
pay down the debt we owe to the General Church.  Take a look and think about whether 
you might be able to give to this important fund.

I hope that everybody is surviving the end of the school year and looking forward to 
the Summer!

  Matthew
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A Place Prepared in the Wilderness
òNow a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.ó (Revelation 12:1)

The dramatic story of the woman clothed with the sun is one that has inspired New 
Church people for centuries.  It is a beautiful representation of the New Church both in 
heaven and on the earth.  The “male child” that she brought forth represents the doctrine of 
the New Church.  The “dragon” who wanted to swallow the child and destroy the woman 
represents those who stand against the New Church and its doctrine.

One of the images that stands out in this story is the image of protection.  The male 
child was “caught up to God and to His throne.”  The woman fl ed and was protected in 
the wilderness.  When the dragon attacked the woman by spewing water out of its mouth, 
“The earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the fl ood 
which the dragon spewed out of his mouth.”  It is certainly comforting to know that the Lord 
is protecting His New Church in ways that we are not often aware of.  But why is there the 
need for this protection?  Why do the Writings tell us that, “It is of the Lord’s Divine 
providence, that the church should at fi rst be among a few?” (Apocalypse Revealed 547)  
There are two answers to this question.

The fi rst reason that there needs to be this protection is doctrinal.  We sometimes don’t 
realize it or don’t like to think about it, but New Church doctrine is seen as heretical to some 
Christians!  The doctrines of the New Church are fundamentally different from today’s 
mainstream Christianity in their view of the Lord, the trinity, faith, the life that leads to heaven, 
and some other important concepts.  The Writings tell us very clearly that because of this the 
truths of the New Church will not be received very quickly.  In fact, New Church Doctrine 
is protected on one level by the Lord because there are some people who wish to destroy 
it, seeing how opposed it is to some of the false ideas that have taken hold in the Christian 
world.  If you don’t believe that there are “dragons” out there wanting to “swallow up” the 
doctrines of the New Church and destroy the woman clothed with the sun, call me; I have 
some web sites to show you : ).

Another reason that the New Church and its teaching are accepted slowly and with 
diffi culty doesn’t so much have to do with doctrine, but with life.  I’m sure we can all refl ect 
on our own lives and recognize that while learning doctrine is easy, actually living according 
to it is hard.  In explaining why the New Church grows slowly the Writing also point out that 
her doctrine teaches that we must examine ourselves, recognize our evils, and then shun 
them as sins against the Lord.  That’s easy to say, but hard to do!  People prefer a “quicker 
fi x” to their problems.

So these are two reasons why the Lord foretells in the book of Revelation that the New 
Church will grow slowly.  However, with the Lord’s help and protection it is certain that she 
will grow!  The story does not end with the woman fl eeing into the wilderness.  The dragon is 
defeated and the Holy City does descend!  Here’s a thought about how you can help this 
happen.
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During our “June 19th”celebrations we often think about the Lord sending out His 
twelve disciple into the spiritual world to preach the gospel that, “ The Lord God Jesus Christ 
reigns, whose kingdom shall be for ages and ages.” (True Christian Religion 791)  With this 
comes thoughts of sharing and spreading New Church doctrines in our own world and in our 
communities.  This is good to do.  However, remember that the place in which you have the 
most power to allow the Holy City to descend is in your own heart and mind.  The kingdom 
that you should be most focused on is the kingdom of your own thoughts, affection, delights, 
and ideas.  We all have a “dragon” within us that doesn’t wish to accept the new ideas that 
the heavenly doctrine teach.  We are all resistant on one level to this new male child and 
don’t want to allow Him to “rule us with a rod of iron”.  We also all have the tendency to look 
for the easy way out, as we resist the idea that we need to actually examine ourselves and 
shun evils as sins.

So this June 19th remember that the kingdom of heaven is within you.  By far, the most 
effective way that you can cooperate with the Lord in bringing the New Jerusalem into this 
world, is by allowing her doctrines to affect you and the life that you live.  Learn from them.  
Allow them to fi ll your mind and change your thinking.  See their relevance to your life and 
how they are calling you to refl ect on your evils and shun them.  Allow them to lead you to 
the Lord and to a continual worship of Him.  More than looking for the New Church to grow 
in the world around you, look for its growth within you.  If you can focus all your energy on 
bringing that Holy City into your own life and the life of your family, then you will be serving 
the Lord in the establishment of His New Church on earth.  By the life you live, you will be 
setting an example for all those around you.  

òThen he said to me, ôThese words 
are faithful and true.õ  And the 
Lord God of the holy prophets 

sent His angel to show His servants 
the things which must shortly take 

place.  ôBehold, I am coming 
quickly!  Blessed is he who keeps 
the words of the prophecy of this 

book.õó (Revelation 22:6-7)
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SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

    Class & Potluck Dinner
Join us on Saturday, June 12th, at 6:30pm for a class and potluck dinner.  We will be 
exploring and discussing what happened on June 19th, 1770 and why it is so important to 
the New Church.  Why is the book of Revelation so often tied in to this special New Church 
event?  Following class at 6:30pm there will be a potluck supper.

Holy Supper Service: June 13th
All are welcome to partake of the Holy Supper at the end of our June 13th worship service.  
To help maintain a holy sphere during the service we ask that if you take an individual cup of 
wine, do NOT return it to the tray that the Pastor holds.  Instead, hold onto the cup, and you 
can place it on one of two tables that will be located near the side isles as you return to your 
pew.

New Church Day Service and Picnic - June 20th
Be sure to join us on Sunday, June 20th, at 10:30am 
for our New Church Day celebration.  This is one of 
the most important Sunday’s on the New Church 
calendar.  Following the service “June 19th” gifts 
will be given out to the children and we will be 
having a picnic lunch outside.  Drinks and dessert 
will be provided, but bring your own lunch (the 
fridge will be available to keep things in during the 
service).  We’re working on a short pageant for the 
children to partake in.  If you’d like to help, please 
contact the Pastor.  

Healthy Church Match - Help Pay Down Our Debt!
Thanks to a lot of hard work by our Executive Committee we have gotten our long 

term debt to the General Church retired in exchange for them now owning a percentage 
of our church building.  This is HUGE, and we thank both our EC and the General Church 
for working together to come to this agreement.
 That said, our church congregation still owes a little over $200,000 to the 
General Church in short term loans.  Our congregation has applied for the “Healthy 
Church Match” to help pay this debt down.  This means that over the next fi ve years every 
dollar that you donate to this cause will be matched by the General Church.  It get’s bet-
ter!  The Glencairn Foundation has generously offered to do the same.  So if you donate 
$100 to the New Church of Concord’s Healthy Church Match fund, $300 will go towards 
paying off this debt!  More information about this and how to donate will be in our next 
Newsletter.  In the meantime, please contact Laird if you have any questions. 
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Teen Weekend - August 13th - 15th!
It has been long thought that it would be great for our teen group to be able to spend a 
weekend together off-site.  We are happy to announce that this summer we are planning 
a Teen Retreat and your teen(s) are invited to attend.  We have graciously been invited to 
Chris and Joan’s Vermont home for the weekend of August 13-15th.  Details are still being 
worked out but it promises to be a great weekend with a mixture of good food (natural and 
spiritual), good friends, and fun.  If you’re interested in learning more please email Jane at 
admin@newchurchconord.org - the sooner the better.

New Church Community - Caring for others
The Pastor’s Council is looking for ways to build a better sense of community with in our 
church.  One way to do this is by reaching out to each other during important life events: 
Baptism, birth of a child, marriage, death of a loved one, sickness, etc.  If you would like to 
be part of a small group that helps to organize this kind of community building outreach, 
please contact Cate.  In addition to this, we’re looking for people’s favorite quotes from the 
Writings and/or Word to use on cards that we’re making to send to people during important 
life events.  If you have one you’d like to share please send it to either Cate or Matthew.

General Church Assembly 2011 - Save the date!
The Bryn Athyn Society, in conjunction with the General Church, is happy to announce the 
next General Church Assembly, which will be held in Bryn Athyn, PA, from June 23rd to June 
26th, 2011.  The theme of this Assembly is, “To help people grow closer to the Lord God Jesus 
Christ in His Second Coming.”  If your interested in getting involved or have any questions, 
please contact the Assembly Committee at 267.502.4864 or hannah.lermitte@anc-gc.org

Welcome to Meals on Wheels!
We’re happy to be inviting the local Meals on Wheels group to use our kitchen as a base 
from which they send daily meals out to seniors in our local area.  There mission is: “To help 
elders and others with long-term care needs remain in their own homes - safe, comfortable, 
and independent - for as long as they are able, and to support their caregivers as they face 
the challenges presented by the competing needs of family, work and self.”  You can go to 
www.minutemansenior.org to learn more about them.

Remember to fi ll out the General Church Survey:
Link: http://bit.ly/ncsurvey
Password: romans

Worship Services
In the near future the Pastor’s Council is going to be helping the Pastor with a review of our 
worship services.  The idea is to try to fi nd ways to allow our worship services to better fulfi ll 
the use the Lord intends for them.  We’ll be talking about what the use of a worship service is 
and what people are meant to get out of them.  We’ll them be looking at things like music, 
the order of service, children’s talks, sermons, and more.  If you have an interest in helping 
with this please contact the Pastor.
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Community Corner
If you have anything you’d like to share with our church community please let us know.

Katie Lynch Heartbreak Hill Half Marathon & Purple Shoes Challenge
Congratulations to everyone who took part in this wonderful event 
- both those who ran in the half marathon and those who helped out 
in other ways.  There were also many people with physical disabilities, 
ages 12 - 22, who set personal performance goals, trained vigorously, 
and partook in their personal best half marathon challenge.  


